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LETTER FROM CHAIR
It has been a whirlwind two years serving as Chair of the Gulf Coast Prairie Landscape Conservation 
Cooperative (GCP LCC) Steering Committee, but an extremely rewarding whirlwind.  When Bill Bartush 
approached me about considering the Chair position, I was somewhat hesitant, knowing I had big shoes to 
¿OO�EHKLQG�&DUWHU�6PLWK���$V�WKH�¿UVW�&KDLU�IRU�WKLV�VWDUW�XS��&DUWHU�KDG�JRWWHQ�WKLV�/&&�RII�WR�D�JUHDW�VWDUW���,�
VDZ�IROORZLQJ�LQ�KLV�IRRWVWHSV�D�JUHDW�FKDOOHQJH�EXW�DOVR�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\��DQG�,�ZDV�FRQ¿GHQW�WKDW�%LOO�%DUWXVK�
would bring me up to speed quickly.  During my time as Chair, we continued our momentum and together our 
partnership was able to learn a great deal about landscape conservation and the numerous opportunities that 
come from working together.  We advanced our shared understanding of LCCs Strategic Habitat Conservation, 
DQG�KRZ�EHVW�WR�LQWHJUDWH�WKRXJKWIXO�DQG�VWUDWHJLF�SURFHVVHV�DQG�SDUWQHUVKLSV�OLNH�6WDWH�:LOGOLIH�$FWLRQ�3ODQV��
Joint Ventures, Fish Habitat Partnerships, and other efforts to advance conservation on the ground.  One of 
the things I’ve really loved about sitting at this table is the willingness of each to work with the other partners.  
The level of trust in this LCC makes it successful.

7KH�*&3�/&&�KDV�PDGH�VLJQL¿FDQW�DFKLHYHPHQWV�WKLV�SDVW�\HDU��EXW�,�DP�PRVW�SURXG�RI�WKH�SURJUHVV�RXU�
6FLHQFH�7HDP�KDV�PDGH���:H¶YH�GHYHORSHG�D�VFLHQFH�SODQ�IRU�WKH�QH[W�WKUHH�WR�¿YH�\HDUV��DQG�\RX�FDQ�OHDUQ�
more about the details of the Science Team on page 13 of this document.  I’m also very pleased with the 
FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�VHYHUDO�VLJQL¿FDQW�SURMHFWV�IXQGHG�WKURXJK�WKH�/&&��RU�MRLQWO\�EHWZHHQ�WKH�/&&�DQG�RWKHU�
SDUWQHUV���7KHVH�LQFOXGH�WKH�,QVWUHDP�)ORZ�SURMHFW��OHG�E\�6RXWKHDVW�$TXDWLF�5HVRXUFH�3DUWQHUVKLS��WKH�
Conservation Design project that focused on sea-level rise; an avian species project led by the International 
Crane Foundation; the Mottled Duck Decision Support Tool, done in conjunction with the Gulf Coast Joint 
9HQWXUH�DQG�7H[DV�$	0�±�.LQJVYLOOH��DQG�WKH�GHOLQHDWLRQ�RI�PDUVK�KDELWDW�DORQJ�WKH�*XOI�&RDVW���6HYHUDO�RWKHU�
projects are nearing completion, with resultant products already being used by partners to help improve their 
conservation decision making.  

:H¶YH�DOVR�KDG�D�JUHDW�\HDU�JHWWLQJ�RXU�PHVVDJH�RXW�WR�VWUHQJWKHQ�WKH�SDUWQHUVKLS���:RUNLQJ�ZLWK�7H[DV�$	0�
University, we now have a newly designed website to provide more timely information to the partners.  In 
-DQXDU\�LQ�0F$OOHQ��7H[DV��ZH�LQLWLDWHG�RXU�HQJDJHPHQW�ZLWK�RXU�SDUWQHUV�LQ�0H[LFR�DV�ZHOO�DV�6RXWK�7H[DV�
private land owners.  This year, the GCP LCC also added new members to the partnership, including the U.S. 
$UP\�&RUSV�RI�(QJLQHHUV���$W�RXU�-XQH�2NODKRPD�PHHWLQJ��ZH�ODXQFKHG�HIIRUWV�WR�LQWHJUDWH�KXPDQ�GLPHQVLRQV�
considerations into the natural science we are developing to improve its relevance for resource managers.  We 
DOVR�H[SDQGHG�RXU�NQRZOHGJH�RI�¿VKHULHV�PDQDJHPHQW�WR�VHH�ZKDW�ZH�PLJKW�DFFRPSOLVK�ZLWKLQ�RXU�UHVHUYRLU�
and river systems.  

$V�ZH�EHJLQ�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�WUDQVLWLRQLQJ�WR�D�QHZ�&KDLU��,�ZDQW�WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKH�VXSSRUW�IURP�WKH�/&&�6WDII���
%LOO�%DUWXVK��&\QWKLD�(GZDUGV��%ODLU�7LUSDN��1LFKRODV�(QZULJKW��DORQJ�ZLWK�7RGG�6QHOJURYH�DQG�&KULV�6PLWK��
DQG�P\�WZR�YHU\�TXDOL¿HG�9LFH�&KDLUV��0LNH�&DUORVV�DQG�0DWW�:DJQHU���:KLOH�,�DP�VWHSSLQJ�GRZQ�DV�&KDLU��,�
won’t be disappearing from this GCP LCC; I will merely resume my seat on the Steering Committee, and look 
forward to continuing my support of the Gulf Coast Prairie efforts.  Finally, a huge thank you must go to all the 
members of the partnership for your support during my tenure, to your agencies for the support of the Gulf 
Coast Prairie LCC, and to all of you who sit on the Steering Committee and the Science Committees for your 
expertise, knowledge, and collaboration. 

Sincerely,

$OOLVRQ�6KLSS
Gulf Coast Prairie LCC Steering Committee Chair
U.S. Geological Survey
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Gulf Coast Prairie LCC – Vision & Mission
Vision:  The GCP LCC is a Collaborative Partnership of agencies, tribes, and organizations working together, 
realizing common goals, and having a cooperative determination to enhance cultural and natural resource 
conservation and sustainability across the landscape.  By sharing knowledge and building a greater “collective” 
of resources, we can improve conservation outcomes.

Mission Statement: The GCP LCC Mission is to sustain, protect, and conserve natural and cultural resources 
in the Gulf Coast Prairie landscape/geography in the face of such threats and stressors as climate change, 
population growth, and urbanization. To meet this purpose, the GCP LCC will provide to the conservation 
FRPPXQLW\�VFLHQWL¿F�DQG�WHFKQLFDO�VXSSRUW��FRRUGLQDWLRQ��DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ���7KH�*&3�/&&�ZLOO�DOVR�IRVWHU�D�
FRRSHUDWLYH�FDSDFLW\�DQG�IDFLOLWDWH�WKH�UH¿QHPHQW�RI�WKDW�SXUSRVH�WKURXJK�WDUJHWHG�PRQLWRULQJ��HYDOXDWLRQ��DQG�
adaptation over time.   

Gulf Coast Prairie LCC Steering Committee June 2014
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
GCP at Turning Point�±�7KLV�LV�RXU��WK�*&3�/&&�$QQXDO�5HSRUW��WKH�*&3�LV�QRZ�HQWHULQJ�\HDU�¿YH��D�WLPH�RI�
UHYLHZ��UHÀHFWLRQ��DQG�SODQQLQJ�WR�DGMXVW�RXU�WUDMHFWRU\�IRU�WKH�QH[W���\HDUV���8QOLNH�SUHYLRXV�DQQXDO�UHSRUWV��
this effort was crafted with a strategy to connect with our landscape cooperatives nationally, regionally, and 
with each of our member organizations – an Ecologically Connected Network.

Review of GCP Goals�±�2XU�SULPDU\�JRDOV�DUH�&ROODERUDWLRQ�6FLHQFH�DQG�&RPPXQLFDWLRQ���7KLV�$QQXDO�
5HSRUW�XVKHUV�LQ�D�UHQHZHG�HIIRUW�IRU�Communication���/HW¶V�IRFXV�RQ�PDNLQJ�WKLV��RXU��WK�\HDU��RQH�ZKHUH�
communication matures and becomes second nature through regular information, news, and coordinated 
conservation dialogue.

What you will see today and tomorrow – The format of this report and a future newsletter will drive 
UHDGHUV�WR�RXU�QHZ�*&3�ZHEVLWH��WKH�6RXWKZHVW�5HJLRQ��DQG�WKH�QDWLRQDO�ZHEVLWH�DV�D�PHDQV�WR�EULQJ�
FRQVLVWHQF\�WR�WKH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�RI�/&&�SURJUHVV�IRU�DOO�RI�RXU�SDUWQHUV�DFURVV�WKLV�FRQWLQHQW���$�WUXH�
Ecologically Connected Network.

GCP Collaboration – Our partnership is about the people; the working relationships we have developed are 
indeed profound – our staff and Steering Committee, Science Team, and the many associated partners who 
step in as needed are witness to our VISION … working together, realizing common goals, and having a 
cooperative determination to enhance cultural and natural resource conservation …. 

GCP Accounting and Accomplishment – This annual report is complete with a review of accomplishments, 
description of Science Success Stories, and discussion of our partners’ comings and goings.  Our success at 
WKRVH�*RDOV�RI�&ROODERUDWLRQ�DQG�6FLHQFH�DUH�VXEVWDQWLDO���$V�GHVFULEHG�LQ�WKH�GCP MISSION … The GCP 
/&&�ZLOO�DOVR�IRVWHU�D�FRRSHUDWLYH�FDSDFLW\�DQG�IDFLOLWDWH�WKH�UH¿QHPHQW�RI�WKDW�SXUSRVH�WKURXJK�
targeted monitoring, evaluation, and adaptation over time.... 

GCP Science�±�$W�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKLV�UHSRUW�DUH�QRWDEOH�VXFFHVV�VWRULHV�LQ�D�FRPSOHWH�VXPPDU\�RI�VFLHQFH�
SURMHFWV���6LQFH�������RXU�RYHUDOO�IRFXV�KDV�EHHQ�WKH�*&3�ODQGVFDSH�HOHPHQWV�RI�*XOI�&RDVWDO�(FRV\VWHPV��
water quality and quantity, and the southern and coastal grassland ecosystems.  The cultural component, as 
described in our Operations Plan, revolves around keeping the working lands that promote these important 
ODQGVFDSH�HOHPHQWV�LQ�WKH�*&3�WR�HQVXUH�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�IRU�IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV���.H\�DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV�LQ�WKH�
GCP and Multi-LCC science projects are well described.  With our adaptive management process, using species 
and habitats to focus on our future landscape conservation efforts, you will see how the GCP science strategy, 
focal species, and associated habitats has taken time, but has become our most critical and successful step.

GCP Leadership Change�±������ZLOO�VHH�D�WUDQVLWLRQ�LQ�OHDGHUVKLS��D�*&3�FKDQJLQJ�RI�WKH�JXDUG��ZLWK�0DWW�
:DJQHU�WDNLQJ�RQ�WKH�UROH�RI�&KDLU�IURP�$OOLVRQ�6KLSS���6LQFH�������$OOLVRQ�KDV�VHUYHG�WKH�SDUWQHUVKLS�ZHOO��
but I would be remiss if I did not emphasize how she has been a true advisor – a steady hand through many 
GLI¿FXOW�LVVXHV��DOZD\V�FRQVLGHULQJ�IDFWV��RSHQ�WR�GLVFXVVLRQ�DQG�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�DOO�SRVVLEOH�DOWHUQDWLYHV���6KH�
has calmed the water many times, and provided direction that was clear and in every case successful.  Like 
&DUWHU�6PLWK�EHIRUH�KHU��VKH�ZLOO�EH�PLVVHG�LQ�WKLV�FDSDFLW\��EXW�,�KDYH�IXOO�FRQ¿GHQFH�LQ�0DWW�:DJQHU�WR�KHOS�
lead our partnership into the future.

The GCP is about FINDING VALUE – In this report you will see that in partners and staff, science projects 
DQG�UHSRUWV��ZH�DUH�D�WUXH�FROODERUDWLYH���(DFK�RI�XV�KDV�D�VXEVWDQWLDO�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�UHVSRQVLELOLW\��DQG�RXU�
agencies and organizations successfully meet these responsibilities.  But this partnership and other LCCs are 
DERXW�³¿QGLQJ�YDOXH�́ �ZKHUH�WKH�FROOHFWLYH�HQHUJ\�LV�PXFK�JUHDWHU�WKDQ�WKH�VXP�RI�LWV�LQGLYLGXDO�SDUWV���,W�
is a cooperative where we can corporately progress, when and where needed, to address new conservation 
FKDOOHQJHV��WR�FRQQHFW�WKRVH�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�GRWV�WKDW��GXH�WR�VSHFL¿F�DXWKRULWLHV��PD\�QHHG�D�ERRVW�WR�VXSSRUW�
and make that critical connection.

GCP Future for 2015�±�<RX�FDQ�DQWLFLSDWH�WKLV�FRPLQJ�\HDU�WR�EH�D�WLPH�WR�UHÀHFW�DQG�DGMXVW���:H�ZLOO�VHH�
if our Operations Plan is serving us well.  We hope to continue the successful efforts of the last four years 
LQWR�������EXLOGLQJ�D�VROLG�IRXQGDWLRQ�IRU�RXU�FROODERUDWLYH�JRDOV�DQG�HPSKDVL]LQJ�WZR�FRPPRQ�JRDOV����D��
&RPPXQLFDWLRQ�DQG�,QIRUPDWLRQ�([FKDQJH��DQG��E��0RQLWRULQJ�DQG�(YDOXDWLRQ�
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INTRODUCTION
The Gulf Coast Prairie LCC was established in 2011 and is based in Lafayette, Louisiana. It is part of a network 
of 22 similar partnerships that develop science for conserving and managing natural and cultural resources 
across the United States into Canada and Mexico.  

The LCC network was launched in 2009 by the Department of the Interior, primarily through the U.S. Fish & 
:LOGOLIH�6HUYLFH��86):6��DQG�8�6��*HRORJLFDO�6XUYH\��86*6���7KH�ZRUN�RI�/&&V�LV�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�

�� a high level of collaboration, drawing from a variety of disciplines;
�� creative leveraging of public and private sector resources;
�� a focus on priorities most likely to result in self-sustaining wildlife populations indicative of healthy 

ecosystems;
�� IRUHFDVWLQJ�DQG�SODQQLQJ�IRU�VLJQL¿FDQW�IXWXUH�FKDQJHV�WR�HFRORJLFDO�FRQGLWLRQV��DQG�
�� the application of the best available science, particularly GIS technology and climate science.

7KH�*XOI�&RDVW�3UDLULH�/&&�FRYHUV�DERXW�����PLOOLRQ�DFUHV�VWUHWFKLQJ�IURP�VRXWK�FHQWUDO�.DQVDV�WKURXJK�
2NODKRPD�WR�WKH�*XOI�&RDVW�RI�7H[DV�DQG�/RXLVLDQD�DQG�VRXWK�LQWR�WKUHH�0H[LFDQ�VWDWHV��&RDKXLOD��1XHYR�/HRQ��
and Tamaulipas).  

The GCP LCC goals are to support, facilitate, promote, and build resource resilience in the face of climate 
FKDQJH�DQG�RWKHU�HFRV\VWHP�VWUHVVRUV�WKURXJK���

1. Science Development and Delivery
2. Collaboration
3. 0RQLWRULQJ�DQG�(YDOXDWLRQ
4. &RPPXQLFDWLRQ�	�,QIRUPDWLRQ�([FKDQJH�

The Gulf Coast Prairie LCC Steering Committee comprises 17 organizations that guide the actions of the LCC, 
as well as numerous other partners and cooperators involved in science projects, technical work teams, and 
advancing the application of science on-the-ground. 

In addition, our Science Team maintains and continually provides the best available science and information to 
guide the Partnership.  The Science Team provided the technical expertise and assistance to develop the GCP 
LCC Science Strategy, adopted by the partnership this year.  

This Science Strategy (KWWS���JXOIFRDVWSUDLULHOFF�RUJ�VFLHQFH�VFLHQFH�VWUDWHJ\�) follows the Strategic Habitat 
Conservation (SHC) framework and focuses on the Tier 1 Focal Species and their associated habitats. The 
implementation of this strategy is underway with new projects being developed to meet the highest priority 
VFLHQFH�QHHGV�LGHQWL¿HG�E\�WKH�SDUWQHUVKLS���7KLV�VWUDWHJ\�LV�GHVLJQHG�WR�KHOS�/&&�SDUWQHUV�DOLJQ�WKHLU�HIIRUWV�WR�
address species and habitat needs, direct science resources, and communicate about conservation work.  

In 2014, several of the science projects we initiated at our inception came to fruition, and we are building 
on these results as well as foundational geospatial information we’ve generated to develop landscape scale 
designs that will help partners implement conservation actions in the future.  In addition, several cross-LCC 
efforts were launched, supporting the vision of a seamless network, with conservation successes that transcend 
individual LCC boundaries.  Importantly, the GCP LCC also played a key role in coordinating and collaborating 
ZLWK�5(6725(�$FW�DQG�*XOI�5HVWRUDWLRQ�DFWLYLWLHV�

http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-strategy/


2014 Annual Report  GULF COAST PRAIRIE LANDSCAPE CONSERVATION COOPERATIVE | 7

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

The Gulf Coast Prairie LCC Conservation 
3ODQQLQJ�$WODV�LV�DQ�RQOLQH�SODWIRUP�WKDW�DOORZV�
the conservation community to discover, 
access and integrate existing spatial data 
layers and/or maps relevant to conservation 
planning.  Users can perform spatial analyses 
with several basic spatial analysis functions or 
download the data for more advanced analysis 
with desktop mapping applications. Start 
exploring at�KWWS���JFSOFF�GDWDEDVLQ�RUJ��

Completion of the Science Strategy
7KH�*XOI�&RDVW�3UDLULH�/&&�UHDFKHG�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�PLOHVWRQH�LQ�LWV�GHYHORSPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�LWV�6FLHQFH�
Strategy in summer 2014. This effort was led by the GCP Science Team and began in October 2013.  This 
Science Strategy follows the Strategic Habitat Conservation (SHC) framework and focuses on the Focal Species  
and their associated habitats (KWWS���JXOIFRDVWSUDLULHOFF�RUJ�VFLHQFH�IRFDO�VSHFLHV�DQG�DVVRFLDWHG�KDELWDWV�). 
The implementation of this Strategy is underway with 
new projects being developed to meet the highest 
SULRULW\�VFLHQFH�QHHGV�LGHQWL¿HG�E\�WKH�SDUWQHUVKLS���
It is designed to help LCC partners align their efforts 
to address species and habitat needs, direct science 
resources, and communicate about conservation work.   

Completed Projects  
Several projects implemented by the partnership were 
completed in 2014.  Information can be found on the 
GCP LCC website and in the GCP Conservation Planning 
$WODV��&3$���KWWS���JFSOFF�GDWDEDVLQ�RUJ�).     

Managing 
Instream Flows and Developing Hydrologic Information for the 
Gulf Coast Prairie Landscape Conservation Cooperative.    

This project was completed in June 2014 by a team of researchers at 
WKH�6RXWKHDVW�$TXDWLF�+DELWDW�3DUWQHUVKLS��6$53����7KLV�3URMHFW�UHVXOWHG�
LQ�WZR�LQIRUPDWLYH�UHSRUWV�IRFXVHG�RQ�ÀRZ�HFRORJ\�K\SRWKHVLV�DQG�DQ�
LQVWUHDP�ÀRZ�VFLHQFH�DJHQGD�±�ERWK�RI�ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�XVHG�WR�LQIRUP�
GHFLVLRQV�RQ�ÀRZ�PDQDJHPHQW�DQG�WKH�UHVXOWDQW�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�LPSDFWV���

The information contained in the reports coupled with the data sets 
DYDLODEOH�RQ�WKH�*&3�/&&�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�3ODQQLQJ�$WODV��&3$��FDQ�EH�
used by resource managers to prepare for future population growth and 
FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�DVVRFLDWHG�ÀRZ�DOWHUDWLRQV�DW�UHJLRQDO�DQG�ORFDO�VFDOHV���
7KURXJK�KLJKOLJKWLQJ�PRUH�HIIHFWLYH�VWUHDP�ÀRZ�PDQDJHPHQW�VWUDWHJLHV�
WKDW�PLQLPL]H�LPSDFWV�RQ�¿VK�DQG�ZLOGOLIH��WKLV�ZRUN�VHUYHV�DV�D�UHVRXUFH�

for state and federal agencies to focus regulatory and management efforts on habitats most vulnerable to 
DOWHUHG�ÀRZ���7KLV�SURMHFW�HQJDJHG�D�QXPEHU�RI�SDUWQHUV�DFURVV�WKH�6RXWKHDVW�WKURXJK�UHJXODU�ZHELQDUV�DQG�D�
workshop in Oklahoma City in October 2013.  
:HEOLQN��KWWS���JXOIFRDVWSUDLULHOFF�RUJ�VFLHQFH�VFLHQFH�SURMHFWV�PDQDJLQJ�FKDQJHV�WR�K\GURORJLF�ÀRZ�LQ�WKH�
south-central-united-states/ 

Employing the Conservation Design Approach on Sea-Level Rise 
Impacts on Coastal Avian Habitats along the Central Texas Coast. 

This project was spearheaded by the International Crane Foundation and 
the Gulf Coast Bird Observatory with input from a host of partners and 
HQG�XVHUV�LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�86):6�DQG�7KH�1DWXUH�&RQVHUYDQF\��

Sea level rise caused by climate change is a concern both locally and 
worldwide. This project examined the effects of sea level rise on coastal 
habitats and birds such as the endangered whooping crane and aplomado 
falcon. It evaluated potential scenarios for future impacts on a variety 
of species, including grassland birds, shorebirds, and waterfowl, to more 
HIIHFWLYHO\�SODQ�IRU�DQG�GHYHORS�KDELWDW�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�PHDVXUHV��7KH�¿QDO�
report provides a comprehensive landscape approach to characterize 
the current and future habitat availability for a select suite of species of 

Whooping Cranes by USFWS/Steve 
Hildebrand

Garner State Park by TPWD

http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/focal-species-and-associated-habitats/
http://gcplcc.databasin.org/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/managing-changes-to-hydrologic-flow-in-the-south-central-united-states/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/managing-changes-to-hydrologic-flow-in-the-south-central-united-states/
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concern within the Gulf Coast Prairies ecoregion along the Central Texas coast. It contains a Composite Habitat 
7\SH�'DWDVHW�WKDW�LGHQWL¿HV�VSDWLDO�ORFDWLRQ�DQG�H[WHQW�RI�FRDVWDO�KDELWDW�W\SHV��GHYHORSHG�ODQGV��DQG�SURWHFWHG�
DUHDV�LQ�WKH�SLORW�SURMHFW��DQ�HVWLPDWH�RI�WKH�DPRXQW�DQG�VSDWLDO�FRQ¿JXUDWLRQ�RI�KDELWDW�W\SH�QHHGV�IRU�DYLDQ�
VSHFLHV��SURMHFWLRQV�RI�WKH�DPRXQW�DQG�VSDWLDO�FRQ¿JXUDWLRQ�RI�DSSURSULDWH�KDELWDW�W\SHV�DQG�HYDOXDWLRQ�RI�
potential impacts on selected bird species numbers.  The end products also include maps that depict habitat 
W\SH�VKLIWV�LQ�FRDVWDO�SUDLULH�DQG�PDUVKHV�XQGHU�YDULRXV�VHD�OHYHO�ULVH�VFHQDULRV�DQG�GH¿QH�WKH�VKLIWV�LQ�KDELWDW�
availability and extent for the selected species.   
:HEOLQN���KWWS���JXOIFRDVWSUDLULHOFF�RUJ�VFLHQFH�VFLHQFH�SURMHFWV�VWXG\LQJ�WKH�HIIHFWV�RI�VHD�OHYHO�ULVH�LQ�
coastal-texas/

Spatially-Explicit Decision Support Tool for Guiding Habitat 
Conservation for Western Gulf Coast Mottled Ducks.  

7KLV�SURMHFW�ZDV�OHG�E\�7H[DV�$	0�8QLYHUVLW\�LQ�.LQJVYLOOH�DQG�FRQGXFWHG�
in conjunction with the Gulf Coast Joint Venture and the USFWS.  

The mottled duck is one of only a few non-migratory duck species 
DGDSWHG�WR�EUHHGLQJ�LQ�VRXWKHUQ�PDUVKHV��$�PDMRU�SDUW�RI�LWV�SRSXODWLRQ�
spends its entire life cycle within a relatively small coastal area in 
eastern Texas and western Louisiana along the Mississippi and Central 
Flyways, which are two of four major waterfowl migration routes in 
1RUWK�$PHULFD��,Q�UHFHQW�\HDUV��WKH�PRWWOHG�GXFN¶V�FRDVWDO�ZHWODQG�
habitat and surrounding areas have been compromised by urbanization, 
agricultural development, and changes to the area’s hydrology. The 
impacts on hydrology result from sea level rise and atypically variable 
precipitation patterns. Survey data suggest the mottled duck population 

has experienced a long-term decline in Texas and is stable-to-declining across the rest of its range.

The Decision Support Tool (DST) that resulted from this project is a computer modeling tool developed by 
experts in Texas and Louisiana to help prioritize habitat conservation for the mottled duck. The tool can help 
partners target habitat areas that are most likely to boost the duck’s breeding success, at the same time 
EHQH¿WLQJ�D�GR]HQ�RWKHU�JUDVVODQG�DQG�ZHWODQG�GHSHQGHQW�VSHFLHV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�DUHD���7KH�'67�ZLOO�KHOS�
7H[DV�DQG�/RXLVLDQD�DGYDQFH�D�PRUH�XQL¿HG�DSSURDFK�WR�PRWWOHG�GXFN�FRQVHUYDWLRQ��7KH�LQWHQW�LV�WR�FRQWLQXH�
this work by testing the assumptions used in development of the DST and to continually improve its usefulness.  

7KH�'67�LV�KRXVHG�RQ�WKH�&3$��KWWS���JFSOFF�GDWDEDVLQ�RUJ�JDOOHULHV��I�G���D���E��G�����HF����������).   
:HEOLQN��KWWS���JXOIFRDVWSUDLULHOFF�RUJ�VFLHQFH�VFLHQFH�SURMHFWV�FRQVHUYLQJ�WKH�PRWWOHG�GXFN�LQ�ORXLVLDQD�DQG�
texas/

Delineation of Fresh, Intermediate, Brackish and Saline Marsh 
Types of the North-Central Gulf of Mexico Coast. 

7KLV�SURMHFW�ZDV�OHG�E\�WKH�86*6�±�1DWLRQDO�:HWODQG�5HVHDUFK�&HQWHU�LQ�
conjunction with Gulf Coast Joint Venture and Ducks Unlimited partners.  

Coastal zone managers and researchers often require detailed 
information regarding emergent marsh vegetation types (i.e., fresh, 
intermediate, brackish, and saline) for modeling habitat capacities 
and needs of marsh dependent taxa (such as waterfowl and alligator). 
Detailed information on the extent and distribution of emergent marsh 
YHJHWDWLRQ�W\SHV�WKURXJKRXW�1RUWK�&HQWUDO�*XOI�RI�0H[LFR�FRDVW�KDV�
been historically unavailable. In response, the USGS, in cooperation with 
WKH�86):6�YLD�WKH�*XOI�&RDVW�-RLQW�9HQWXUH��7H[DV�$	0�8QLYHUVLW\�DW�
.LQJVYLOOH��WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�/RXLVLDQD�DW�/DID\HWWH��DQG�'XFNV�8QOLPLWHG��
,QF���SURGXFHG�D�FODVVL¿FDWLRQ�RI�HPHUJHQW�PDUVK�YHJHWDWLRQ�W\SHV�IURP�

WKH�&RUSXV�&KULVWL�%D\�LQ�7H[DV�WR�WKH�$ODEDPD�)ORULGD�VWDWH�OLQH��7KH�7H[DV�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�VWXG\�ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�
DV�D�86*6�,QYHVWLJDWLRQV�5HSRUW�DQG�WKH�FODVVL¿FDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�&RUSXV�&KULVWL�%D\��7H[DV�WR�WKH�$ODEDPD�
)ORULGD�VWDWH�OLQH�KDV�EHHQ�PDGH�DYDLODEOH�WR�SDUWQHUV�YLD�WKH�*&3�/&&�&3$���)XQGLQJ�IRU�WKH�SURMHFW�ZDV�
provided through the South Central Climate Science Center.   
:HEOLQN��KWWS���JXOIFRDVWSUDLULHOFF�RUJ�VFLHQFH�VFLHQFH�SURMHFWV�GHOLQHDWLQJ�PDUVK�KDELWDWV�DORQJ�WKH�QRUWK�
central-gulf-of-mexico-coast/

Gulf Coast marsh by Ducks 
Unlimited

Mottled duck brood by LDFW/Ruth 
Elsey

http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/studying-the-effects-of-sea-level-rise-in-coastal-texas/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/studying-the-effects-of-sea-level-rise-in-coastal-texas/
http://gcplcc.databasin.org/galleries/8f1d437a367b48d99794ec7350949399
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/conserving-the-mottled-duck-in-louisiana-and-texas/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/conserving-the-mottled-duck-in-louisiana-and-texas/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/delineating-marsh-habitats-along-the-north-central-gulf-of-mexico-coast/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/delineating-marsh-habitats-along-the-north-central-gulf-of-mexico-coast/
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Ongoing GCP LCC-funded Science Projects 
A Conservation Framework for Priority Species of Grassland-
Shrublands of the Southern Great Plains.

7KLV�SURMHFW�LV�EHLQJ�OHG�E\�7H[DV�$	0�8QLYHUVLW\�ZLWK�LQSXW�IURP�
partners including the USFWS, the Oaks & Prairies Joint Venture, and the 
1DWXUH�&RQVHUYDQF\���

Grassland-shrubland prairies have been important to the livelihoods 
of generations of ranchers, the hunting community, and are home to 
wildlife species including the endangered black-capped vireo. Increasing 
pressures on the prairie from land use conversion, new development, 
DQG�KDELWDW�IUDJPHQWDWLRQ�KDYH�FUHDWHG�FRQÀLFWV�DPRQJ�YDULRXV�LQWHUHVW�
groups. Greater collaboration in advancing mutual interests will greatly 
expand and improve efforts to conserve the remaining prairie habitats 
of the southern Great Plains.  This project involves developing Best 
Management Practices for land managers and private landowners in 
southwestern Oklahoma and central Texas to conserve grassland-
VKUXEODQG�SUDLULH�KDELWDW��EHQH¿WLQJ�ZLOGOLIH�LQFOXGLQJ�YLUHRV��SDLQWHG�
bunting and game species such as turkey and white-tailed deer. This 

project will provide direction for future monitoring, research, and broader dissemination of information to land 
managers and owners. This project complements the work underway in the Grassland Decision Support Tool, 
ZKLFK�DOVR�IRFXVHV�RQ�VSHFLHV�OLNH�WKH�1RUWKHUQ�%REZKLWH� 
:HEOLQN��KWWS���JXOIFRDVWSUDLULHOFF�RUJ�VFLHQFH�VFLHQFH�SURMHFWV�FRQVHUYLQJ�JUDVVODQGV�RI�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�JUHDW�
plains/

Barrier Island Vulnerability: Data Integration and Assessment. 

7KLV�SURMHFW�LV�EHLQJ�OHG�E\�WKH�+DUWH�5HVHDUFK�,QVWLWXWH�ZLWK�LQSXW�IURP�
SDUWQHUV�HQJDJHG�LQ�WKH�*XOI�&RDVW�9XOQHUDELOLW\�$VVHVVPHQW���

7KLV�SURMHFW�LGHQWL¿HV�FRQGLWLRQV�DQG�YDULDEOHV�DIIHFWLQJ�EDUULHU�LVODQG�
vulnerability across the Gulf of Mexico.  It searches for gaps in data and 
integrates datasets and corresponding meta data required for a Gulf of 
Mexico-wide assessment. Fragile barrier islands are important nesting 
habitat for several GCP LCC focal species, such as brown pelicans, 
VHD�WXUWOHV��DQG�EODFN�VNLPPHUV��$VVHVVLQJ�WKH�YXOQHUDELOLW\�RI�FRDVWDO�
ecosystems at a Gulf of Mexico-wide scale has become even more 
LPSRUWDQW�LQ�WKH�ZDNH�RI�VHYHUDO�GHVWUXFWLYH�VWRUPV��H�J��.DWULQD��5LWD��
and Ike) and the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill.   
:HEOLQN��KWWS���JXOIFRDVWSUDLULHOFF�RUJ�VFLHQFH�VFLHQFH�SURMHFWV�
integrating-data-for-protecting-gulf-of-mexico-barrier-islands/

³&RPPRQ�*URXQG´�/DQGFRYHU�&ODVVL¿FDWLRQ��2NODKRPD�(FRORJLFDO�
Systems Mapping.

This project is being led by the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife 
Conservation and complements an ongoing effort funded through the 
Great Plains LCC.  

The GCP LCC partners need seamless landcover data for the south-
central United States to incorporate into computer models that inform 
management actions for many terrestrial species.  This project helps 
EXLOG�FRQVLVWHQF\�LQ�ODQG�FRYHU�GDWD�DFURVV�WKH�UHJLRQ�DQG�DOVR�¿OOV�LQ�
data gaps.  The resulting landcover data is expected to help managers 
implement strategies to achieve future desired conditions in vegetative 
and habitat quality, thus supporting a variety of conservation efforts in 
this region. 
:HEOLQN��KWWS���JXOIFRDVWSUDLULHOFF�RUJ�VFLHQFH�VFLHQFH�SURMHFWV�PDSSLQJ�
vegetation-in-oklahoma/ Oklahoma Tall Grass Prairie by 

Bartush/USFWS

Black-capped vireo by USFWS

Kemp’s Ridley sea turtle by USFWS

http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/conserving-grasslands-of-the-southern-great-plains/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/conserving-grasslands-of-the-southern-great-plains/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/integrating-data-for-protecting-gulf-of-mexico-barrier-islands/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/integrating-data-for-protecting-gulf-of-mexico-barrier-islands/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/mapping-vegetation-in-oklahoma/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/mapping-vegetation-in-oklahoma/
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Evaluation of Regional Sea Level Affecting Marshes Model 
(SLAMM).

This project is being led by the Warren Pinnacle Consulting Inc. as part of 
WKH�*XOI�&RDVW�9XOQHUDELOLW\�$VVHVVPHQW�WKDW�LQFOXGHV�WKH�8�6��SRUWLRQ�RI�
WKH�*XOI�RI�0H[LFR�IURP�%URZQVYLOOH��7;�WR�WKH�)ORULGD�.H\V���

GCP LCC partners are undertaking numerous efforts to conserve and 
restore coastal resources, many of which are sensitive to the effects of 
FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��1DWXUDO�UHVRXUFH�PDQDJHUV�QHHG�LPSURYHG�FRPSXWHU�
modeling tools to effectively evaluate sea level rise scenarios along the 
Gulf of Mexico coast to better predict the effects on habitats and wildlife. 
7KLV�SURMHFW��SDUW�RI�WKH�*XOI�&RDVW�9XOQHUDELOLW\�$VVHVVPHQW��LQYROYHV�
evaluating results of a computer modeling tool that helps characterize 

the impacts of sea level rise on coastal marshes and the hundreds of species that depend on these habitats. 
It addresses gaps in geographic coverage of the model and provides a consistent approach across the United 
States portion of the Gulf of Mexico, making Gulf-wide analyses more viable. These new capabilities will have 
FRXQWOHVV�DSSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�HQVXULQJ�DGHTXDWH�KDELWDW�IRU�*XOI�&RDVW�¿VK�DQG�ZLOGOLIH�XQGHU�WKHVH�FKDQJLQJ�
conditions.. 
:HEOLQN��KWWS���JXOIFRDVWSUDLULHOFF�RUJ�VFLHQFH�VFLHQFH�SURMHFWV�HYDOXDWLQJ�VHD�OHYHO�ULVH�PRGHOLQJ�IRU�WKH�
gulf-of-mexico-coast/

Grassland Decision Support Tool.

7KLV�SURMHFW�LV�EHLQJ�OHG�E\�WKH�0LVVRXUL�5HVRXUFH�$VVHVVPHQW�
3DUWQHUVKLS��0R5$3��LQ�FRQMXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�1DWXUH6HUYH���7KLV�SURMHFW�
includes input from a number of partners including Joint Ventures, State 
$JHQFLHV�IURP�2NODKRPD��/RXLVLDQD��DQG�7H[DV��DQG�WKH�86):6���

Focusing on grasslands and conservation of species such as northern 
bobwhite and eastern meadowlark, this project develops computer 
models that help identify threats to grasslands through conversion and 
fragmentation. Its purpose is to help partners identify the best places to 
invest their resources to conserve and restore functional grasslands that 
support self-sustaining wildlife populations.  Partners actively play a role 
LQ�DVVHVVLQJ�WKH�PRGHOV�E\�LGHQWLI\LQJ�SLORW�DUHDV�WR�WHVW�DQG�UH¿QH�WKHVH�

tools, and make the results more broadly applicable.  Primary areas for the pilot are grasslands along the mid-
coast of Texas, and priority areas in Oklahoma and north Texas associated with grassland bird habitat efforts. 
In the future, we will be exploring the possibility of expanding the project to include pilot areas in the Chenier 
plains of Texas and Louisiana, and the South Texas sand-sheet grasslands.     
:HEOLQN��KWWS���JXOIFRDVWSUDLULHOFF�RUJ�VFLHQFH�VFLHQFH�SURMHFWV�LGHQWLI\LQJ�SULRULW\�JUDVVODQGV�LQ�WKH�VRXWK�
central-united-states/

Use of River-Reservoir Interface Habitats by Larval and Juvenile 
)LVKHV��,QÀXHQFH�RI�/DWHUDO�&RQQHFWLYLW\�DQG�0XOWL�6FDOH�
Environmental Conditions.  

This project is being led by Texas Tech University with guidance from the 
1DWXUH�&RQVHUYDQF\��WKH�5HVHUYRLU�)LVKHULHV�+DELWDW�3DUWQHUVKLS��DQG�WKH�
6RXWKHDVW�$TXDWLF�5HVRXUFHV�3DUWQHUVKLS��6$53���

While siltation in the areas between reservoir and riverine ecosystems 
can damage habitat, there is emerging evidence to suggest certain 
ZDWHU�PDQDJHPHQW�VWUDWHJLHV�FRXOG�SURPRWH�KLJK�¿VK�GLYHUVLW\�LQ�WKHVH�
DUHDV���7KLV�SURMHFW�LQFOXGHV�QHZ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�\RXQJ�¿VK�VSHFLHV�LQ�
/DNH�7H[RPD��D�UHVHUYRLU�LQ�WKH�5HG�5LYHU�ZDWHUVKHG�DORQJ�WKH�7H[DV�

2NODKRPD�ERUGHU���7KLV�SURMHFW�ZLOO�KHOS�UH¿QH�WKH�SULRULWLHV�RI�WKH�*&3�/&&�UHODWLQJ�WR�IRFDO�VSHFLHV�OLNH�
alligator gar and white bass. The project involves evaluating the taxonomic and functional structure of juvenile 
¿VK�LQ�WKH�XSSHU�HQG�RI�/DNH�7H[RPD�LQ�2NODKRPD�DQG�7H[DV���,W�DOVR�LQYROYHV�DVVHVVLQJ�WKH�K\GURORJLFDO�
FRQQHFWLYLW\�DQG�RWKHU�KDELWDW�IDFWRUV�WKDW�LQÀXHQFH�WKH�DEXQGDQFH�DQG�GLYHUVLW\�RI�\RXQJ�¿VK�LQ�WKLV�DUHD����� 
:HEOLQN��KWWS���JXOIFRDVWSUDLULHOFF�RUJ�VFLHQFH�VFLHQFH�SURMHFWV�VWXG\LQJ�¿VK�KDELWDW�QHHGV�LQ�ODNH�WH[RPD�
reservoir/

Williams Prairie © Michael Morton 
Photography 

Gulf Coast by TPWD

Lake Texoma Reservoir, Morgan 
Gilbers Texas Tech University

http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/evaluating-sea-level-rise-modeling-for-the-gulf-of-mexico-coast/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/evaluating-sea-level-rise-modeling-for-the-gulf-of-mexico-coast/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/identifying-priority-grasslands-in-the-south-central-united-states/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/identifying-priority-grasslands-in-the-south-central-united-states/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/studying-fish-habitat-needs-in-lake-texoma-reservoir/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/studying-fish-habitat-needs-in-lake-texoma-reservoir/
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Bird Communities of Mature and Revegetated Tracts along the 
Lower Rio Grande. 

7KLV�SURMHFW�LV�OHG�E\�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�7H[DV�3DQ�$PHULFDQ�ZLWK�
JXLGDQFH�IURP�WKH�5LR�*UDQGH�-RLQW�9HQWXUH��WKH�86):6�DQG�7KH�1DWXUH�
Conservancy. 

7KH�/RZHU�5LR�*UDQGH�9DOOH\�LQ�VRXWK�7H[DV�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�ODUJHVW�
PLJUDWRU\�ELUG�VWRSRYHUV�LQ�1RUWK�$PHULFD�DQG�D�PDMRU�ELUGLQJ�KRWVSRW���
5HVHUYRLU�GHYHORSPHQW�DOORZHG�FRQWUROOHG�ÀRZV�RI�WKH�ORZHU�5LR�*UDQGH�
5LYHU�DQG�VXEVHTXHQW�DJULFXOWXUDO�H[SDQVLRQ�LQ�WKH�ULYHU�YDOOH\��UHVXOWLQJ�
LQ�UDSLG�SRSXODWLRQ�JURZWK�DQG�KDELWDW�ORVV�WKDW�KDV�OHG�WR�VLJQL¿FDQW�
GHFOLQHV�LQ�¿VK�DQG�ZLOGOLIH�SRSXODWLRQV��7KLV�SURMHFW�LQYROYHV�UHVWRULQJ�
KDELWDWV�DORQJ�WKH�/RZHU�5LR�*UDQGH�9DOOH\�LQ�VRXWK�7H[DV��3DUWQHUV�DUH�
VWXG\LQJ�WKH�UHVSRQVHV�RI�GLIIHUHQW�ELUG�VSHFLHV��VXFK�DV�WKH�$OWDPLUD�
oriole, green jay, and olive sparrow, to farmland revegetation in the 
valley. 

:HEOLQN��KWWS���JXOIFRDVWSUDLULHOFF�RUJ�VFLHQFH�VFLHQFH�SURMHFWV�UHVWRULQJ�ULR�JUDQGH�YDOOH\�PLJUDWLRQ�
corridors/

Occurrence and Variation in Submersed Aquatic Vegetation 
along Northern Gulf of Mexico: A Hierarchical Approach to 
Assess Impacts of Environmental Change on Submersed Aquatic 
Vegetation Resources. 

This project is being led by Louisiana State University with input and 
guidance from partners such as the Gulf Coast Joint Venture. 

Submersed aquatic vegetation is a critical component of highly 
productive coastal ecosystems that is greatly affected by sea level rise.  
The project involves compiling consistent baseline data on the occurrence 
and abundance of submersed aquatic vegetation along the northern 
Gulf of Mexico. It also involves assessing and developing a conceptual 
model of environmental factors affecting variations in the vegetation. 
These data will enable predictive modeling of vegetation under different 
scenarios of landscape and climate change and contribute to the 
UH¿QHPHQW�RI�H[LVWLQJ�PRGHOV�RI�HFRV\VWHP�FKDQJH��7KHVH�WRROV�ZLOO�

contribute to efforts to forecast the effects of climate change on the distribution, abundance, and diversity of 
VXEPHUVHG�DTXDWLF�YHJHWDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�¿VK�DQG�ZLOGOLIH�WKDW�GHSHQG�RQ�WKHP� 
:HEOLQN��KWWS���JXOIFRDVWSUDLULHOFF�RUJ�VFLHQFH�VFLHQFH�SURMHFWV�GHYHORSLQJ�GDWD�RQ�VXEPHUVHG�DTXDWLF�
vegetation-in-the-gulf-of-mexico/

Application of a Terrestrial Landscape Fragmentation Framework 
to the South-Central United States. 

7KLV�SURMHFW�LV�EHLQJ�OHG�E\�WKH�86*6�±�1DWLRQDO�:HWODQG�5HVHDUFK�
Center and will contribute to several additional ongoing projects, 
including the Grassland Decision Support Tool.  

+DELWDW�IUDJPHQWDWLRQ�LV�RI�SDUWLFXODU�VLJQL¿FDQFH�WR�VSHFLHV�WKDW�PLJUDWH�
or use extensive land and water areas throughout their life cycle.  GCP 
LCC staff are evaluating methods for measuring how urban, rural, 
and energy-related development has affected habitat connectivity in 
/RXLVLDQD��2NODKRPD��DQG�7H[DV��$�IUDJPHQWDWLRQ�DQDO\VLV�RI�2NODKRPD�
has been expanded to Louisiana and Texas, creating maps that identify 
relatively intact areas of the landscape. These maps help partners 
focus on the most important areas to conserve and restore to support 

VHOI�VXVWDLQLQJ�ZLOGOLIH�SRSXODWLRQV��)XWXUH�DQDO\VLV�ZLOO�EH�FRQGXFWHG�WR�LGHQWLI\�WKH�IUDJPHQWDWLRQ�RI�VSHFL¿F�
KDELWDW�W\SHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�HVWLPDWH�IXWXUH�IUDJPHQWDWLRQ�GXH�WR�XUEDQL]DWLRQ��$�UHSRUW�ZLOO�EH�SURGXFHG�WR�
evaluate this fragmentation analysis with other similar analysis conducted in the western United States. 
:HEOLQN��KWWS���JXOIFRDVWSUDLULHOFF�RUJ�VFLHQFH�VFLHQFH�SURMHFWV�DVVHVVLQJ�KDELWDW�IUDJPHQWDWLRQ�LQ�ORXLVLDQD�
oklahoma-and-texas/

Green Jay at Laguna Atascosa 
by Rich Kostecke of the Nature 
Conservancy

Aerial view of marsh lands by 
Ducks Unlimited

Northern bobwhite quail by TPWD

http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/restoring-rio-grande-valley-migration-corridors/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/restoring-rio-grande-valley-migration-corridors/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/developing-data-on-submersed-aquatic-vegetation-in-the-gulf-of-mexico/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/developing-data-on-submersed-aquatic-vegetation-in-the-gulf-of-mexico/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/assessing-habitat-fragmentation-in-louisiana-oklahoma-and-texas/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/assessing-habitat-fragmentation-in-louisiana-oklahoma-and-texas/
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7KH�*XOI�&RDVW�9XOQHUDELOLW\�$VVHVVPHQW��
is a joint effort across the U.S. portion 
of the Gulf of Mexico that is being spear-
headed by the four Gulf LCCs.   We 
are engaging experts to assess the 
vulnerability of 4 habitats and 11 species 
across the U.S. portion of the Gulf of 
Mexico from Brownsville, Texas to the 
)ORULGD�.H\V���7KHVH�H[SHUWV�KDYHQ�XVHG�
the Standardized Index of Vulnerability 
DQG�9DOXH�$VVHVVPHQW��6,99$��WR�SURYLGH�
WKHLU�H[SHUWLVH��7KH�*&9$�LV�VFKHGXOHG�
IRU�FRPSOHWLRQ�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�TXDUWHU�RI������
and the results will help inform investment 
decisions across the Gulf, including 
LQIRUPLQJ�WKH�86):6�*XOI�5HVWRUDWLRQ�
Program.   

Multi-LCC Projects  
7KH�*&3�/&&�LV�HQJDJHG�LQ�¿YH�PXOWL�/&&�SURMHFWV��

1. Gulf Coast Vulnerability Assessment. The GCP LCC 
continues to be a leader in the development of the 
*XOI�&RDVW�9XOQHUDELOLW\�$VVHVVPHQW��*&9$���ZKLFK�
is evaluating the vulnerability of mangroves, barrier 
islands, oyster reefs, tidal emergent marshes, and 
species associated with each habitat across the northern 
U.S. portion of the Gulf of Mexico. This effort is being 
led in conjunction with three other LCCs (Gulf Coastal 
3ODLQV�DQG�2]DUNV��6RXWK�$WODQWLF��DQG�3HQLQVXODU�
)ORULGD��DORQJ�WKH�*XOI�DV�ZHOO�DV�12$$��WKH�86*6�
Climate Science Centers, the Coastal Protection and 
5HVWRUDWLRQ�$XWKRULW\��7KH�1DWXUH�&RQVHUYDQF\��DQG�WKH�
*XOI�RI�0H[LFR�$OOLDQFH���9XOQHUDELOLW\�LV�EHLQJ�DVVHVVHG�
by characterizing a species’ or habitat’s sensitivity to 
projected changes, the magnitude and rate of exposure, 
ecological responses, and ability of habitats and species 
to adapt to changes.  
:HEOLQN��KWWS���DSL�QLQJ�FRP�¿OHV�5[<'1��/XG��O4�
WV�GN$�\4SUNZ=-GPO�WQR$4$'G0F&ER-5;;���J
5*H+47K�:XWVK=-��J9O/UW8O)E��6�F�5�<'S<K�
*&9$IDFWVKHHW��������SGI

2. Establishing Explicit Biological Objectives to Guide Strategic Habitat Conservation for the Gulf 
Coast.�7KLV�LV�D�1DWLRQDO�/DQGVFDSH�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�&RRSHUDWLYH�HIIRUW�OHG�E\�WKH�86):6¶V�QHZO\�HVWDEOLVKHG�
*XOI�5HVWRUDWLRQ�2I¿FH��7KH�IRXU�*XOI�/&&V��*&3�/&&��*XOI�&RDVWDO�3ODLQV�DQG�2]DUNV�/&&��3HQLQVXODU�
)ORULGD�/&&�DQG�6RXWK�$WODQWLF�/&&��DUH�FROODERUDWLQJ�RQ�D�SURMHFW�WR�GHYHORS�H[SOLFLW�SRSXODWLRQ�REMHFWLYHV�
for priority species within each of the focal areas of the Gulf Vision document.  Through a partnership with 
the USGS, this team will translate these population objectives into habitat objectives that can be used to 
strategically guide on-the-ground restoration activities.    
:HEOLQN��KWWS���JFSROFFDSSV�RUJ�SURMHFWV�3URMHFW3DJH�DVS["LG ���

3. Incorporating Future Change into Current Conservation Planning: Evaluating Wetland Migration 
along the Gulf of Mexico under Alternative Sea Level Rise and Urbanization Scenarios. This project 
LV�D�SDUWQHUVKLS�RI�WKH�IRXU�*XOI�/&&V�WR�GHYHORS�D�GHFLVLRQ�VXSSRUW�WRRO�WKDW�LGHQWL¿HV�ZKHUH�IXWXUH�FRDVWDO�
wetlands are likely to persist and where they are likely to be lost under various scenarios of both sea level 
rise and future urbanization. Gulf managers and planners can use the tool to minimize the future loss of 
tidal wetlands; assist Gulf communities in their decisions regarding restoration funding; and allow for urban 
growth while enhancing ecological resilience.  
:HEOLQN��KWWS���JFSROFFDSSV�RUJ�SURMHFWV�3URMHFW3DJH�DVS["LG ���

4. Standardizing and Coordinating Range-wide Monitoring of the Interior Least Tern and its Habitat 
in a Metapopulation Context. This project is being led by the Gulf Coastal Plains & Ozarks LCC and is a 
SDUWQHUVKLS�DPRQJ�WKH�*&3��*UHDW�3ODLQV��3ODLQV�	�3UDLULH�3RWKROHV��DQG�(DVWHUQ�7DOOJUDVV�3UDLULH�DQG�%LJ�
5LYHUV�/&&V�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�8�6��$UP\�&RUSV�RI�(QJLQHHUV��86):6��86*6�DQG�$PHULFDQ�%LUG�&RQVHUYDQF\���
Standardized range-wide monitoring protocols are being developed for both the Interior Least Tern (ILT) 
DQG�LWV�KDELWDW��ZKLFK�LV�RQH�RI�WKUHH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�IRU�GHOLVWLQJ��$QWLFLSDWHG�RXWFRPHV�LQFOXGH�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�
assess population trends of the ILT and other river-dependent species, and to monitor species responses to 
habitat management.  
:HEOLQN��KWWS���JFSROFFDSSV�RUJ�SURMHFWV�3URMHFW3DJH�DVS["LG ���

5. Linking Regional-scale Management to Continental-scale Conservation: Northern Pintail as 
a Model.  The GCP is the lead LCC on this project, being conducted by the USGS.  It is focused on the 
development of a decision-support framework linking regional actions to continental-level population and 
KDUYHVW�REMHFWLYHV�XVLQJ�1RUWKHUQ�3LQWDLO�DV�D�PRGHO�VSHFLHV���7KH�IUDPHZRUN�ZLOO�EH�XVHG�WR�HQJDJH�/&&�
habitat management partners within areas of importance to pintails while maximizing cross-taxa impact of 
the framework.  This project is being done in conjunction with the Plains & Prairie Potholes, California, and 
Great Plains LCCs.    

http://api.ning.com/files/RxYDN27Lud-8lQ-ts4dkA9yQprkwZJdml3tnoAQADdMcCboJRXX728gRGeHQTh3WutshZJ36gVlL*rtUlFb38S8c2R4YDpYh/GCVAfactsheet7152014.pdf%0D
http://api.ning.com/files/RxYDN27Lud-8lQ-ts4dkA9yQprkwZJdml3tnoAQADdMcCboJRXX728gRGeHQTh3WutshZJ36gVlL*rtUlFb38S8c2R4YDpYh/GCVAfactsheet7152014.pdf%0D
http://api.ning.com/files/RxYDN27Lud-8lQ-ts4dkA9yQprkwZJdml3tnoAQADdMcCboJRXX728gRGeHQTh3WutshZJ36gVlL*rtUlFb38S8c2R4YDpYh/GCVAfactsheet7152014.pdf%0D
http://api.ning.com/files/RxYDN27Lud-8lQ-ts4dkA9yQprkwZJdml3tnoAQADdMcCboJRXX728gRGeHQTh3WutshZJ36gVlL*rtUlFb38S8c2R4YDpYh/GCVAfactsheet7152014.pdf%0D
http://gcpolccapps.org/projects/ProjectPage.aspx?id=268
http://gcpolccapps.org/projects/ProjectPage.aspx?id=254
http://gcpolccapps.org/projects/ProjectPage.aspx?id=255
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��� The GCP LCC is also one of seven LCCs1 working on the Gulf Hypoxia project that is being led by the 
(DVWHUQ�7DOOJUDVV�3UDLULH�DQG�%LJ�5LYHUV�/&&���7KH�/&&V�DQG�RWKHU�SDUWQHUV�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�WR�LGHQWLI\�NH\�
VFLHQWL¿F�XQFHUWDLQWLHV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�GHVLJQ�DQG�PDQDJHPHQW�RI�D�VXVWDLQDEOH�HFRV\VWHP�WR�SURYLGH�
PXOWLSOH�EHQH¿WV�IRU�DJULFXOWXUDO�SURGXFWLYLW\��ZDWHU�TXDOLW\��DQG�ZLOGOLIH�FRQVHUYDWLRQ²ERWK�ORFDOO\�DQG�
in the Gulf of Mexico watershed.  This effort is designed to be complementary to the principles and goals 
RI�WKH�+\SR[LD�7DVN�)RUFH��0LVVLVVLSSL�5LYHU�%DVLQ�,QLWLDWLYH��DQG�VLPLODU�H[LVWLQJ�HIIRUWV��ZLWK�D�FRPPRQ�
PLVVLRQ�WR�UHGXFH�QXWULHQW�ORDGLQJ�WKURXJK�ZDWHUVKHG�DQG�WR�HIIHFWLYHO\�DFKLHYH�ZDWHU�TXDOLW\�EHQH¿WV�ERWK�
locally and in the Gulf of Mexico, all with an integrated focus on habitat conservation. 
:HEOLQN��KWWS���ZZZ�WDOOJUDVVSUDLULHOFF�RUJ�UHVHDUFK�SURMHFWV�PLVVLVVLSSL�ULYHU�EDVLQJXOI�K\SR[LD�
structured-decision-making-workshop-2014/

Comings and Goings 
STEERING COMMITTEE 

7KH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�$UP\�&RUSV�RI�(QJLQHHUV��86$&(��MRLQHG�WKH�*&3�/&&�6WHHULQJ�&RPPLWWHH�LQ��������86$&(�
LV�UHSUHVHQWHG�E\�0DUFLD�+DFNHWW��6:�5HJLRQDO�7HFKQLFDO�6SHFLDOLVW�IRU�(QYLURQPHQWDO�3ODQQLQJ�DQG�3DXO�
:DJQHU��DOWHUQDWH��ZKR�LV�6HQLRU�(FRORJLVW�DW�WKH�,QVWLWXWH�IRU�:DWHU�5HVRXUFHV���0LNH�&DUORVV�RI�WKH�/RXLVLDQD�
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�:LOGOLIH�UHWLUHG�DQG�ZDV�UHSODFHG�RQ�WKH�6WHHULQJ�&RPPLWWHH�E\�7RGG�%DNHU��5RE�=LHKU�RI�WKH�
1DWXUDO�5HVRXUFH�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�6HUYLFH��7H[DV��UHSODFHG�DOWHUQDWH�6WHHULQJ�PHPEHU�6XVDQ�%DJJHWW����

STEERING COMMITTEE SPECIAL SESSIONS AND FIELD TRIPS:

The January Steering Committee meeting included a number of partners from Mexico (including Pronatura 
1RUHVWH��'XFNV�8QOLPLWHG�GH�0p[LFR��DQG�1XHYR�/HyQ�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��DV�D�¿UVW�VWHS�WRZDUGV�VWUHQJWKHQLQJ�
the international nature of the GCP LCC.  That meeting also included a private lands forum that engaged 
LQGLYLGXDOV�IURP�WKH�(DVW�:LOGOLIH�)RXQGDWLRQ�ZKR�VSRNH�DERXW�WKH�UROH�RI�SULYDWH�ODQGRZQHUV�LQ�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�
efforts in south Texas.     

,Q�-XQH��WKH�6WHHULQJ�&RPPLWWHH�IRFXVHG�RQ�D�¿VKHULHV�VHVVLRQ�WKDW�LQFOXGHG�SUHVHQWDWLRQV�IURP�6$53��
5HVHUYRLU�)LVKHULHV��WKH�86$&(�DQG�2NODKRPD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��KWWS���JXOIFRDVWSUDLULHOFF�RUJ�PHGLD�������
¿VKHULHV�DJHQGDB¿QDOBMXQH�����SGI). That meeting also saw a great advancement in the inclusion of Human 
Dimensions science (KWWS���JXOIFRDVWSUDLULHOFF�RUJ�PHGLD�������KXPDQ�GLPHQVLRQV�RI�¿UHBFDVHBVWXG\B
MXQH�B�����SGI) with a Special Session on Prescribed Fire that brought in social scientists from Oklahoma 
6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��&RORUDGR�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��DQG�7H[DV�$	0�8QLYHUVLW\�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�2DNV�DQG�3UDLULHV�-RLQW�
Venture.  The session was topped off with a tour hosted by Oklahoma State University that covered some areas 
that had been treated with prescribed burns.  

SCIENCE TEAM

There were a number of changes to the Science Team in 2014 with several original members moving on 
WR�RWKHU�SRVLWLRQV�±�DQG�UHWLUHPHQW���7KDQN�\RX�WR�5RJHU�=LPPHUPDQ��/HQQ\�%UHQQDQ��6DOO\�3DOPHU��*UHJ�
6XPPHUV��6FRWW�5RELQVRQ��DQG�.LUN�)HXHUEDFKHU�IRU�WKHLU�GHGLFDWLRQ�WR�WKH�*XOI�&RDVW�3UDLULH�/&&�GXULQJ�WKH�
¿UVW�WZR�\HDUV�RI�WKH�7HDP����1HZ�PHPEHUV�ZHUH�DGGHG�IURP�2NODKRPD�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�:LOGOLIH�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�
�0DUN�+RZHU\���WKH�6DPXHO�5REHUWV�1REOH�)RXQGDWLRQ��&KDG�(OOLV���WKH�1DWXUDO�5HVRXUFHV�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�
6HUYLFH��6FRWW�$OIRUG���/RXLVLDQD�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�:LOGOLIH�DQG�)LVKHULHV��$PLW\�%DVV���DQG�WKH�6RXWKHDVW�$TXDWLF�
5HVRXUFHV�3DUWQHUVKLS��6WHYH�0DJQHOLD����$GGLWLRQDO�DGYLVRU\�FDSDFLW\�ZDV�DGGHG�WKURXJK�2NODKRPD�6WDWH�
8QLYHUVLW\��6KDQQRQ�%UHZHU��DQG�WKH�0LVVLRQ�$UDQVDV�1DWLRQDO�(VWXDULQH�5HVHDUFK�5HVHUYH��.DWLH�6ZDQVRQ����

�� 3ODLQV�	�3UDLULH�3RWKROHV�/&&��8SSHU�0LGZHVW�	�*UHDW�/DNHV�/&&��(DVWHUQ�7DOOJUDVV�3UDLULH�	�%LJ�5LYHUV�
/&&��$SSDODFKLDQ�/&&��*UHDW�3ODLQV�/&&��*XOI�&RDVW�3UDLULH�/&&��*XOI�&RDVW�3ODLQV�	�2]DUNV�/&&�

http://www.tallgrassprairielcc.org/research-projects/mississippi-river-basingulf-hypoxia-structured-decision-making-workshop-2014/
http://www.tallgrassprairielcc.org/research-projects/mississippi-river-basingulf-hypoxia-structured-decision-making-workshop-2014/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/media/22504/fisheries-agenda_final_june2014.pdf
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/media/22504/fisheries-agenda_final_june2014.pdf
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/media/22436/human-dimensions-of-fire_case_study_june6_2014.pdf
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/media/22436/human-dimensions-of-fire_case_study_june6_2014.pdf
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Monitoring and Evaluation 
The GCP LCC built a web-based monitoring system for grassland habitat called the Grassland Management 
Inventory Tool (G-MIT).  This tool allows the user to update vegetation and management attributes by tract of 
land, which enables our partners to track and report conservation delivery acreages by organization, program, 
and funding source and inform conservation planning and resource allocation. The G-MIT is currently being 
XVHG�E\�WKH�2DNV�DQG�3UDLULHV�-RLQW�9HQWXUH�WR�TXDQWLI\�FRQWULEXWLRQV�RI�ODQG�WUDFWV�LQ�WKH�*UDVVODQG�5HVWRUDWLRQ�
,QFHQWLYH�3URJUDP��*5,3���LQ�7H[DV��WRZDUGV�WKHLU�KDELWDW�REMHFWLYHV�IRU�JUDVVODQG�ELUGV��7KH\�DQWLFLSDWH�WKLV�
data will help identify the relationship between grassland management practices and available habitat type, as 
well as the relationship between available habitat type and bird population response. In the coming year, the 
*&3�/&&�LV�SODQQLQJ�WR�H[SDQG�WKH�*�0,7�WR�EH�XWLOL]HG�DV�JURXQG�WUXWKLQJ�VLWHV�IRU�XSGDWLQJ�WKH�(FRORJLFDO�
6\VWHPV�0DSSLQJ�LQ�7H[DV�DQG�2NODKRPD��IRU�XVH�E\�RWKHU�SDUWQHUV�VXFK�DV�7KH�1DWXUH�&RQVHUYDQF\�DQG�WKH�
1DWLYH�3UDLULHV�$VVRFLDWLRQ�RI�7H[DV����

Science Team Group 2014
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$XVWLQ�+DWWR[�DQG�5RVV�$QGHUVRQ�RI�
7H[DV�$	0�8QLYHUVLW\�LPSOHPHQWHG�DQG�
launched the GCP LCC website redesign. 
The redesigned site features a ‘Partners 
Making a Difference’ section that enables us 
to highlight work of the partners engaged 
in the LCC (KWWS���JXOIFRDVWSUDLULHOFF�RUJ�); 
a library of past webinars held (KWWS���
gulfcoastprairielcc.org/resources-tools/
webinars/���DQG�D�PRUH�G\QDPLF�µ1HZV�	�
(YHQWV¶�VHFWLRQ���KWWS���JXOIFRDVWSUDLULHOFF�
org/news-information��5RVV�DQG�$XVWLQ�DOVR�
put in place a content management system 
to better facilitate the team’s ability to add 
new website content.  Since the inception of 
the new website and an increased effort to 
highlight the work of the GCP LCC we have 
VHHQ�D�QHDUO\�����LQFUHDVH�LQ�SDJH�YLHZV�
and users are spending twice as much time 
on the website. Please check out the new 
site!  

Communication & Information
2014 saw the launch of a completely redesigned website 
E\�7H[DV�$	0�8QLYHUVLW\�IRU�*&3�/&&��86):6�6FLHQFH�
$SSOLFDWLRQV�SURJUDP�GHYHORSHG�WKH�EOXHSULQW�IRU�WKH�
website including hierarchical descriptions of ongoing 
LCC projects to facilitate easily accessible information 
about the LCC. Many partners contributed high quality 
photographs and images, making it a truly cooperative 
effort.  The new site serves as a venue to highlight the 
work of the GCP LCC and its partners.  It includes project 
reports, news and highlights for the LCC and partners, 
OLQNV�WR�WKH�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�3ODQQLQJ�$WODV��&3$��

In 2014, the GCP LCC introduced a monthly webinar 
series featuring presentations about LCC projects and 
other topics of interest to the partnership.  Webinars 
are recorded and stored on the website (KWWS���
gulfcoastprairielcc.org/resources-tools/webinars/) and 
can also be accessed through our very own YouTube 
channel. (KWWSV���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�FKDQQHO�8&�
ETVL%WG�II]��001:3O=Z) 

7KH�*&3�/&&�&3$��KWWS���JFSOFF�GDWDEDVLQ�RUJ�) is an 
online mapping environment built upon the Conservation Biology Institutes Data Basin platform.  It allows 
our partners to easily discover, visualize, access, and integrate existing spatial data and tools. The GCP LCC 
&3$�SURYLGHV�DFFHVV�WR�DOO�VSDWLDO�GDWD�IXQGHG�E\�RU�FUHDWHG�LQ�FROODERUDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�*&3�/&&��RWKHU�UHOHYDQW�
spatial data in our geography, and provides a platform for collaboration with our partners.  We continue to 
LPSURYH�WKH�&3$�WR�PHHW�WKH�QHHGV�RI�WKH�SDUWQHUV�DQG�HQFRXUDJH�IHHGEDFN�WR�PDNH�LPSURYHPHQWV����

$OO�¿QDO�GHOLYHUDEOHV�IURP�*&3�/&&�FUHDWHG�RU�IXQGHG�SURMHFWV�DQG�PXOWL�/&&�SURMHFWV�ZLWK�*&3�/&&�
involvement are stored on USGS ScienceBase (KWWSV���ZZZ�VFLHQFHEDVH�JRY�FDWDORJ�). That information 
is then made available through the GCP LCC website projects page (KWWS���JXOIFRDVWSUDLULHOFF�RUJ�VFLHQFH�
science-projects/��DQG�WKURXJK�WKH�&3$��KWWS���JFSOFF�GDWDEDVLQ�RUJ�). Scientists and managers are included 
in every LCC Steering Committee meeting to facilitate face-to-face sharing of information in a poster session.  
7KH�*&3�/&&�SDUWLFLSDWHV�LQ�WKH�/&&�1HWZRUN¶V�'DWD�0DQDJHPHQW�:RUNLQJ�*URXS�ZLWK�%ODLU�7LUSDN�DV�D�FR�FKDLU�
of that working group.

Screen shot of the new Gulf Coast Prairie website

http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/resources-tools/webinars/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/resources-tools/webinars/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/resources-tools/webinars/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/news-information
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/news-information
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/resources-tools/webinars/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/resources-tools/webinars/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-bqsiBtd4ffz93MMNWPlZw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-bqsiBtd4ffz93MMNWPlZw
http://gcplcc.databasin.org/
https://www.sciencebase.gov/catalog/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/
http://gulfcoastprairielcc.org/science/science-projects/
http://gcplcc.databasin.org/
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APPENDIX 1: GULF COAST PRAIRIE LCC COMMITTEES

Steering Committee
Member $JHQF\�2UJDQL]DWLRQ
.\OH�%DONXP� Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Tim Birdsong 6RXWKHDVW�$TXDWLF�5HVRXUFHV�3DUWQHUVKLS
Jeff Boxrucker 5HVHUYRLU�)LVKHULHV�+DELWDW�3DUWQHUVKLS
David Brown 1DWLRQDO�2FHDQLF�DQG�$WPRVSKHULF�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ
Jim Giocomo Oaks and Prairies Joint Venture 
Mary Gustafson 5LR�*UDQGH�-RLQW�9HQWXUH
Marcia Hackett 8�6��$UP\�&RUSV�RI�(QJLQHHUV
Jerry Holden Ducks Unlimited
$QG\�-RQHV The Conservation Fund
5LFK�.RVWHFNH 7KH�1DWXUH�&RQVHUYDQF\
Jeff Pennington Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation
Salvador Salinas 86'$�1DWXUDO�5HVRXUFHV�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�6HUYLFH
$OOLVRQ�6KLSS��&KDLU� U.S. Geological Survey 
Benjamin Tuggle 8�6��)LVK�	�:LOGOLIH�6HUYLFH��6RXWKZHVW�5HJLRQ
Matt Wagner (Vice Chair) Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
Tammy Whittington 1DWLRQDO�3DUN�6HUYLFH
Barry Wilson Gulf Coast Joint Venture

Science Team
Member $JHQF\�2UJDQL]DWLRQ
6FRWW�$OIRUG 'HSDUWPHQW�RI�$JULFXOWXUH��1DWXUDO�5HVRXUFHV�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�6HUYLFH
.\OH�%DONXP Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
$PLW\�%DVV Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Mike Brasher Ducks Unlimited & Gulf Coast Joint Venture
Jorge Brenner 7KH�1DWXUH�&RQVHUYDQF\
&KDG�(OOLV 7KH�6DPXHO�5REHUWV�1REOH�)RXQGDWLRQ
John Foret 1DWLRQDO�2FHDQLF�DQG�$WPRVSKHULF�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ
Mark Howery Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation
&LQG\�/RHIÀHU Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
Steve Magnelia 7H[DV�3DUNV�DQG�:LOGOLIH�'HSDUWPHQW�DQG�6RXWKHDVW�$TXDWLF�5HVRXUFHV�

Partnership
$QG\�1\PDQ /68�$J�&HQWHU
Mark Shafer Oklahoma Climatological Survey
5\DQ�6PLWK 7KH�1DWXUH�&RQVHUYDQF\
Don Wilhelm U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Jarrett Woodrow U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
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GULF COAST PRAIRIE LCC COORDINATOR
Bill Bartush
������������ 
ELOOBEDUWXVK#IZV�JRY

GULF COAST PRAIRIE LCC SCIENCE 
COORDINATOR
Cynthia Kallio Edwards
�������������H[W����� 
F�NDOOLR�HGZDUGV#JPDLO�FRP

GULF COAST PRAIRIE LCC GIS SPECIALIST
Blair Tirpak
������������ 
EWLUSDN#XVJV�JRY

GULF COAST PRAIRIE LCC GIS SPECIALIST
Nicholas Enwright
������������ 
HQZULJKWQ#XVJV�JRY

GULF COAST PRAIRIE LCC SCIENCE SUPPORT, 
CESU LIAISON
Todd Snelgrove
������������
WVQHOJURYH#WDPX�HGX

GULF COAST PRAIRIE LCC SCIENCE SUPPORT, 
PROJECT ADMINISTRATOR
Chris Smith
������������
FVPLWKZPL#PVQ�FRP

www.gulfcoastprairielcc.org

Nesting Brown Pelicans. Credit: USFWS

mailto:bill_bartush@fws.gov
mailto:c.kallio.edwards@gmail.com
mailto:btirpak@usgs.gov
mailto:enwrightn@usgs.gov
mailto:tsnelgrove@tamu.edu
mailto:csmithwmi@msn.com
www.gulfcoastprairielcc.org
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